
Political Labels and Parties

• Do Now – Take the political philosophy quiz











• Based on what we just did:

• What would you say is the definition of a 
liberal in today’s politics?



Political Labels
Liberals Conservatives Libertarians Statist

Economic Issues
Examples…

Personal/Social 
Issues
Examples….



• Are there any issues that don’t fall into this 
model?



Traditionally/Historically

• Conservatism

– Want to keep in place the social, political, and 
economic order  they believe it’s fair.

• Liberalism

– Belief that the current order protects those that 
are in power and doesn’t allow certain groups to 
have equal opportunity want to change the 
order.

Does this fit in with our definitions today?



Political Labels

Left – Liberal

Right – Conservative

Moderate (Box) – Most Americans

Do you think having labels is useful?

What is the danger of having political labels?



Political Labels
Liberals Conservatives

Economic Issues
Examples….

Personal/social issues
Examples……..



Aim: Are political parties  good or bad 
for democracy?

• Do Now:  What is a political party?



What is a political party?

• Organization of people united by common 
ideological principles that seeks to 

– Run candidates for office

– Win elections

– Control government



George Washington on Parties

"However [political parties] may now and 
then answer popular ends, they are likely 
in the course of time and things, to 
become potent engines, by which 
cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men 
will be enabled to subvert the power of 
the people and to usurp for themselves 
the reins of government, destroying 
afterwards the very engines which have 
lifted them to unjust dominion."



Are parties  good or bad for 
democracy?

BAD GOOD
James Madison – Federalist 10 
- Parties/factions put self-interest 
above the national interest

Patronage and Cronyism –
giving jobs to certain 
groups of supporters to 
maintain support

- Clarify choices for 
voters

- Provide a vehicle for 
people to have like-
minded people win 
elections and control 
government

- Get people involved in 
political process

George Washington –
Farewell Address –
unprincipled people will 
use parties as a vehicle to 
gain power



How many political parties are there?



Why do we have a “Two Party” system?



Reason 1 – District representation





District Representation

• People elect individual representatives to 
represent their geographic area

• Winner takes all – in other words, you get 
nothing for finishing in second or third place.

(People don’t want to waste vote on someone 
who doesn’t have a chance of winning.  They 
sometimes will vote for a candidate who is not 
their top choice but who has a chance to win.)



Countries with multi-party systems 
typically have Proportional Representation

• People vote for a party to represent their 
ideology rather than someone to represent 
their geographic area

• The party gets a number of seats based on % 
of vote it receives

EXAMPLE 200 seats in legislature

– Conservative Party - 40% of vote –

– Liberal Party – 35% of vote –

– Socialist Party – 13% of vote –

– Nationalist Party – 12% of vote -



2nd Reason
• Tradition – from country’s origins have had a 

two party system – one representing 
“conservative” ideology, the other “liberal”



3rd Reason
• U.S.A. tends to be a politically centrist or 

moderate country as you guys demonstrated the 
other day in the political quiz



Political Parties and Region
https://www.270towin.com/

https://www.270towin.com/




Democrat or Republican?



Who is likely to vote 
Democrat or Republican?

Democrat Republican

2016 exit polls

http://www.cnn.com/election/results/exit-polls

