
Aim: How did the framers of the 
Constitution seek to limit the power of 

the national government? 
Headlines
• Senate Ratifies Trade Treaty With Columbia
• House of Representatives initiates
Impeachment inquiry over Ukraine 
• Senate Confirms Kavanaugh as

Supreme Court Justice
• President Trump Vetoes’ overturn to the declaration of a 

national emergency at the Mexico–United States border.
• Supreme Court declares DOMA unconstitutional – legalizes 

same sex marriage.

What do all of these headlines have in common?



Powers of the Federal Government

Expressed

• Specifically stated in the 
constitution
– Taxes, regulating trade, 

declaring war

Implied

• Not specifically stated but 
suggested

• Elastic Clause (Necessary 
and Proper) –
– expands power of 

government

– Must be used with another 
power



Separation of Powers

A government principle in which the powers of the government is divided 

among different branches, each with their own roles and responsibilities .

What would cause the framers of the Constitution to establish a system of separation of 

powers?



Separation of Powers

Executive Branch

Legislative Branch Judicial Branch





EXECUTIVE BRANCH
The Federal Bureaucracy

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS

Agencies and Bureaus



Department of Justice

• https://www.justice.gov/agencies/chart

https://www.justice.gov/agencies/chart


Checks and Balances
• Powers each branch has that allows 

them to restrain the other 

• Prevents branches from abusing 
their powers

• Preserves the separation of powers

• Requires cooperation between the 
branches of government





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUDSeb2zHQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUDSeb2zHQ0




Legislative Branch

House of Representatives Senate

Rep based on pop Equal Rep

2 year term of 
office
Min. age 25

6 year term of 
office
Min. age 30

- Power to confirm 
appointments and 
judges/ justices 



Scotus

RB Ginsburg

Chief Justice 
John Roberts Clarence Thomas Stephen Breyer

Neil Gorsuch
Sonya SotomayorSam Alito

Elena Kagan

Brett 
Kavanaugh

Anthony Kennedy



Supreme Court

Circuit Courts of Appeals
(12 Circuits)

District Courts
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Court’s interpret the law

• What does that mean?

– The case of Lili Ledbetter
• Sued for pay discrimination

• Law said must file suit within one year from incident of 
discrimination

• She didn’t find out for many year that she had been 
discriminated against.

• Filed within 1 year of having found out, but years after 
incident

• Supremes ruled that she could not win damages because law 
said must be within 1 year of incident

• Congress changed law with Lili Ledbetter act in 2010



Judicial Review

• The Power to decide the constitutionality of 
laws.

– Established in the case Marbury v. Madison  (Read 
for homework)



Why do justices have life tenure?

• Reason – protect 
justices from 
political pressure 
so that they can 
be more impartial

• Is the court really 
above politics?

William O. Douglas
1939-1975
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Constitutional Requirements

No person except a natural born Citizen, or a 
Citizen of the United States, at the time of 
the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be 
eligible to the Office of President; neither 
shall any Person be eligible to that Office 
who shall not have attained to the Age of 
thirty-five Years, and been fourteen Years a 
Resident within the United States.



The President Wears Many Hats



Constitutional Duties of the President

1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the 
United States of America

2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States, 

3. He shall have Power to Grant Reprieves and Pardons for 
Offenses against the United States, except in Cases of 
Impeachment.

4. He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of 
the Senate, to make Treaties; and 

5. He shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent 
of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public 
Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all 
other Officers of the United States.

http://www.usconstitution.net/glossary.html


Other Duties?



Headlines

• “Obama Visits NYC to Speak at Fundraiser for 
Democratic Congressmen”

• “Obama Considers Sending More Troops to 
Afghanistan”

• “Obama Honors Nation’s Top Teacher”

• “Obama Urges Congress to Pass Healthcare Bill”

• “Obama Invites Mexican President Calderon to 
White House to Discuss Immigration and Other 
Issues”


