
Aim: Were immigrants to the U.S. 
welcomed or met with scorn during 

the late 19th century?

Homework #7 – Textbook pages 621-622: 

Define Tenement 

Page 625 Question #2

Populism & Immigration Quiz: Friday



Ellis Island
 Most European immigrants came 

through here. (NYC)

 1st and 2nd class passengers were 
inspected on the ship then released.

 3rd class  had to go in to be inspected. 

 A series of medical and legal inspections 
would take place before you were 
allowed to take a ferry in to the city. 

 Ellis Island was the more welcoming of 
the two ports.

Angel Island
 Most Chinese and Asian immigrants 

came through here (San Francisco Bay)

 Opened in 1910. 

 Made it very hard for Chinese 
immigrants to come into the U.S.

 Most had to prove they were American 
citizens to be let in. 

 Immigrants were sometimes left here 
for days or weeks in poor conditions. 







Nativism

belief that native born white Americans were 
superior to immigrants.



Early Nativism

The Know Nothings (American Party) - 1854





Mid- 19th century Nativism

• Largely anti-Catholic, anti-Irish.  Response to 
large wave of immigration 1840s and 50s
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Reasons for Late 19th, early 20th c. Nativism

• Economic
– Competition for Jobs

• New Social Theories
– Influence of Social Darwinism, Eugenics, racism –

maintain racial purity and social stability (prevent 
crime, poverty, etc.)

– Concerns about assimilation – become part of 
American culture

• Political
– Fear of radicalism (socialism/communism/anarchism)

– Continued Anti-Catholicism

– Anti-Semitism



Manifestation of Nativism –
late 19th, Early 20th century

• Anti-East Asian Immigration
– Chinese Exclusion Act (1881) – began prohibition

– Gentleman’s Agreement (1907) –denial of 
Passport to Japanese laborers

• Anti-Southern and East European 
– Literacy Test Act (first proposed – 1896, passed 

1917) – required ability to read

• Rise of New Ku Klux Klan (1915)



Immigration Restrictions before 1920

• 1881 – Chinese Exclusion Act

• 1907 – Gentleman’s Agreement

• 1917 – Literacy Test Act





Immigration, “Old and New”

Old Immigration – Primarily from Northern and 

Western Europe (before 1890s)

New Immigration –Primarily from Southern and 

Eastern Europe (1890s to early 

1920s)

Northern and Western Europe

Southern and Eastern Europe



Modern Immigrants Irish and Chinese Immigrants



Immigration, “Old and New”
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Manifestation of Nativism 1920s 

• Re-emergence of the Ku 
Klux Klan

• Red Scare (1919-21)



Sacco and Venzetti



Immigration Restrictions – 1920s

• 1921 – 3% of total of that nationality 
according to 1910 census

• 1924 – 2% of total of that nationality 
according to 1890 census



Impact of Immigration restrictions (in 

thousands)
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Essay Writing



Thesis – Too Vague

• There were many reasons why people 
supported immigration and many reasons why 
people opposed it.  By the 1920’s, Congress 
passed many laws restricting immigration



Good Thesis

• While many Americans believed that 
American culture and the economy benefitted 
from open immigration, others believed that 
immigration posed a threat to the American 
way of life and to jobs.  By the 1920s 
opponents of immigration had persuaded 
Congress to impose harsh restrictions on 
those arriving from areas outside of Western 
Europe.  



A good topic sentence

Business leaders and those who wanted the U.S. 
to remain a land of opportunity were often 
the biggest supporters of open immigration.


