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Spanish American War
1898

A Newspaperman’s War

video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6SAc5Td_JPCMXNMNVRubmtLOGs/view?usp=sharing


Aim: Why did the United States go to 
war with Spain in 1898?

Historical Context-1898 

video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6SAc5Td_JPCMXNMNVRubmtLOGs/view?usp=sharing




1. Who is this 
woman? What 
does she 
represent? 

2. What do you 
think is 
happening on 
the island?

3. What message 
is the 
cartoonist 
conveying?





War

• Underlying Causes: ongoing issues 

• Immediate Cause: specific events - Spark



Causes of Spanish-American War

• Cuban Revolution

– Americans sympathized with rebels – seen as similar struggle to 
American Revolution

• Yellow Journalism

– Sensational, biased, and often fake reporting

• “You Furnish the pictures and I’ll furnish the war.” – William 
Randolph Hearst

• Reports on Spanish atrocities

• U.S. Business interests in Cuba – sugar plantations – concerned 

about instability

• IMMEDIATE CAUSE - Explosion of the Maine
– 260 Officers killed

– “Remember the Maine”













Cuban Sugar Plantation



“A Splendid Little War”
- John Hay, Sec. of State

What should the 
U.S. do now?



Results of the War
• Cuba

– Forced to accept Platt 
Amendment

- Established Protectorate
- U.S. control of foreign 

policy
- Could send in military
- Guantanamo Bay

• Treaty of Paris (1898) - U.S. 
Acquired following territories
- Puerto Rico
- Guam
- Philippines
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