A. Albert J. Beveridge, September 1898
It is a glorious history our God has bestowed upon His chosen
people; a history heroic with faith in our mission and our future. .. .
* . ..Shall the American people continue their march toward the
commnercial supremacy of the world? Shall free institutions broaden |
their blessed reign as the children of liberty wax [increase] in
strength, until the empire of our principles is established over the
hearts of all mankind? . ) _ =
The Opposition tells us that we ought not to govern a people .

without their consent. I answer, The rule of liberty that all just gov- __
ernment derives its authority from the consent of the governed, .
applies only to those who are capable of self-government. We govern

the Indians without their consent, we govern our territories without

their consent, we govern our children without their consent. How
do they know that our. government would be without their consent?
Would not the people of the Philippines prefer the just, humane, |
civilizing government of this Republic to the savage, bloody rule of

pillage [robbery] and extortion [getting money by threats] from |

which we have rescued them? . . .

The march of the flag! In 1789 the flag of the Republic waved
over 4,000,000 souls in thirteen states, and their savage [wild] terri-
tory which stretched to the Mississippi, to Canada, to the Floridas.
The timid minds of that day said that no new territory was needed,

dreamed of Cuba as an American state; Jefferson, the first

Imperialist of the Republic—Jefferson acquired that imperial terri-

tory which swept from the Mississippi to the mountains, from Texas
 to the British possessions, and the march of the flag began!

The infidels [nonbelievers] to the gospel of liberty raved, but the
flag swept on! The title to that noble land out of which Oam@@?
Washington, Idaho and Montana have been carved was uncertain;
Jefferson, strict constructionist of constitutional power though he
was, obeyed the Anglo-Saxon impulse within him, whose watchword
then and whose watchword throughout the world to-day is,
“Forward!”: another empire was added to the Republic, and the
march of the flag went on! . .. | o

[Beveridge mo.mm_oz to, describe U.S. expansion into New
Orleans, Florida, Texas, California, and Oregon.]

'And, now, obeying the same voice that Jefferson heard and obeyed,
that Jackson heard and obeyed, that Monroe heard and obeyed, that
Seward heard and obeyed, that Grant heard and obeyed, that Harrison
heard and obeyed, and our President to-day plants the flag over the
islands of the seas, outposts of commerce, citadels [forts] of national
security, and the march of the flag goes onl . ..
 But, to-day, we are raising more than we can consume, making
more than we can use. Therefore we must find new markets for our
produce. _ _ _

And so, while we did not need the territory taken during the past

, : : | century at the time it was acquired, we do need what we have taken
and, for the hour [at that time], they were right. But Jefferson, _

through whose intellect the centuries marched; Jefferson, who .

in 1898, and we need it now. . . .
.. . We can not fly from our world duties; it is ours to execute the

‘purpose of a fate that has driven us to be greater than our small

intentions. We can not retreat from any soil where Providence
[God] has unfurled our banner; it is ours to save that soil for liberty
and civilization. . N



B. Platform of the American Anti-Imperialist League, 1899

We hold that the policy known as imperialism is hostile to liberty
and tends toward militarism, an evil from which it has been our
glory to be free. We regret that it has become necessary in the land
of Washington and Lincoln to reaffirm that all men, of whatever
race or color, are entitled to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. We maintain that governments derive their just powers from
the consent of the governed. We insist that the subjugation [forcing
an individual or group to submit to one’s rule] of any people is

“criminal aggression” and open disloyalty to the distinctive princi-

ples of our government. ' '

We earnestly condemn the policy of the present national admin-
istration in the Philippines. It seeks to extinguish the spirit of 1776
in those islands. . . . - &

" We demand the immediate cessation of the war against liberty,

begun by Spain and continued by us. . . .

... Much as we abhor the war of “criminal aggression” in the
Philippines, greatly as we regret that the blood of the Filipinos is on
American hands, we more deeply resent the betrayal of American
institutions at home. The real firing line is not in the suburbs of

Manila. The foe is of our own household. The attempt of 1861 was

_to divide the country. That of 1899 is to destroy its fundamental prin-
ciplés and noblest ideals. . . . ' :

Whether the ruthless slaughter of the Filipinos shall end next
month or next year is but an incident in a contest that must go on
until the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the
United States are rescued from the hands of their betrayers. . . .

We deny that the obligation of all citizens to support their
Government in times of grave National peril applies to the present
situation. If an Administration may with impunity [without punish-
ment] ignore the issues upon which it was chosen, deliberately cre-
ate a condition of war anywhere on the face of the globe, debauch
[corrupt] the civil service for spoils [jobs] to promote the adven-
ture, organize a truth-suppressing censorship, and demand of all cit-
izens a suspension of judgement and their unanimous support while
it chooses to continue the fighting, representative government itself
is imperiled. ' :

* We propose to contribute to the defeat of any person or party that
stands for the forcible subjugation of any people. We shall oppose for
reelection all who in the White House or in Congress betray
American liberty in pursuit of un-American gains. We still hope that
both of our great political parties will support and defend the

* Declaration of Independence in the closing campaign of the century.

We hold, with Abraham Lincoln, that “no man is good enough
to govern another man without that other’s consent. When the
white man governs himself, that is self-government, but when he
governs himself and also governs another man, that is more than
self-government—that is despotism [tyranny].” . . .



