
Aim: How did Progressivism represent a change in 
how Americans viewed the role of government?

• Homework #8 – Read textbook 
pages 643-647

• Page 647 - Questions 2,3,4

• Define: Spoils System

Triangle Shirtwaist Fire

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cT8fah14WDs


PROBLEMS THAT THE TRIANGLE SHIRTWAIST 
FIRE EXPOSED



Progressive 
Movement 

(1900-1920)

• Reform movement of early 20th

century which sought to use the 
power of government to correct the 
political & economic injustices that 
resulted from America’s rapid 
industrialization



GILDED AGE (1877-1900)

• Rapid 
industrialization/urbanization

• Riches covering up poverty & 
corruption

• Laissez -Faire

PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT (1900-1920)

• Cleaning up the messes of the 
Gilded Age 

• Government Involvement





Progressive 
Movement

Goals

Workers 
Rights

Regulate Big 
Business/

Monopolies

Consumer 
Protection

Expand 
Democracy, 

end 
corruption 

Help the 
Urban 
Poor

John Spargo Ida Tarbell
Upton 
Sinclair

Lincoln 
Steffens

Jacob Riis

MUCKRAKERS



What are the two main political parties in the 
United States?

Democratic Republican



Third Parties

• Ideas may be adopted by major parties (Populists->Democrats)


