
Progressive Essay – Wednesday 1/9 

During the late 19th and early 20th centuries certain events and actions taken by 

individuals and organizations led to changes in American society.  Some of those 

events, individuals, and organizations that brought about change are listed below 

- Samuel Gompers 

- John Spargo 

- Upton Sinclair 

- Lincoln Steffens 

- Ida Tarbell 

- Jacob Riis 

- Theodore Roosevelt 

- Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire 

 

Select THREE of the individuals, organizations or events listed above, and in an 

essay that contains an introduction, body, and conclusion: 

- Discuss a specific problem the event exposed or that the individual or 

organization addressed  

- Explain the event or a specific action taken by the individual 

- Explain a change that came about as a result of the event or the individual 

or organization’s action. 


