
Aim:

What represented “American Progress” in 

regard to the Westward movement of the 

1800s?



Do Now

• What title would you give to this painting?





Columbia

• female representation of the United States.  

Represents freedom, opportunity, 

democracy, core American Values



Manifest Destiny

• Nationalistic idea in the United States that 

the country must expand to the Pacific 

Ocean. (Coast to Coast)



American Progress by John Gast

• What images stand out most in the picture?

• Describe the lighting? What do you think the 

artist is trying to say?

• What direction is Columbia facing?

• What is she holding in her hands. Why?

• Who are the various groups of people in the 

painting?

• What is the message of the artist?  What else 

in the painting adds to its overall message 

• What title would you give this painting?



What Factors encouraged the 

settlement of the “Last West”?



States’ Entry into Union



Frontier

• 1650- along the Atlantic Coast

• 1750 – spread to the foothills of the 

Appalachian Mountains

• 1840 – reached the Mississippi River

• 1890 – Frontier closed – sufficiently 

populated



Frontier

• The furthermost region of settlement

• An imaginary line dividing civilization and 

wilderness



• What were the reasons for Westward 

migration?

• Migration – mass movement of people from 

one place to another



Federal Policies Encouraging 

Migration to the Plains and Rockies

• Homestead Act (1862) 
– free federal land to 
settlers (160 acres 
developed in 5 years)

• Railroad Land Grants

(First Transcontinental 
railroad completed in 
1869)







Factors Discouraging Settlement 

of Great Plains and Rockies

• Harsh environment

– “The Great American Desert” - western part of 

the Great Plains east of the Rocky Mountains 

• Native-American Resistance to settlement

• Distance from Trade Routes



Homestead Act



Land grant



R.R. Land Grants





Railroad Routes



Inventions encouraging 

settlement

• Important Inventions

– John Deere – Steel 

Plow (1830s)

– McCormick Reaper 

(1840s)

– Barbed Wire (1870s)





The Long Drive



Hydraulic Mining



Turner’s Frontier Thesis

“Significance of the 
Frontier in American 
History”

• Individualism and 
Independence

• Democracy

• Break down of class 
lines

• Safety Valve



Federal Indian Policy



Indian Removal, 1830’s



Oklahoma Land Rushes (1889, 1893)

• Far and Away -

Land Rush Scene -

YouTube

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxaJY8UZxn4


//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dc/Oklahoma_Land_Rush.jpg
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dc/Oklahoma_Land_Rush.jpg


Indian Reservations today



Indian Policy, 1860-1887

• Indian Wars

– Sand Creek (1864)

– Little Big Horn (1876)

– Wounded Knee (1890)

• Reservation System



Indian Wars, 1865-1900





• 1800 – 8,000,000 Buffalo      1900 – 600 Buffalo





Policy Towards Plains Indians 

(1850s-1880s)

• Reservation system (1851-1887)

• Indian Wars

• Decimation of Buffalo herds

– 1500 – estimated 30-60 million buffalo (located 

as far east as Ohio

– 1872 – estimated 5,000 buffalo killed per day 

for hide and bones 

– 1884 – estimated 325 wild buffalo remaining in 

the United States

– Today – 20,000 – 30,000 on public lands

» 250,000 in private herds (for meat)



Indian Policy, 1860-1890

• Reservation System (1850s-80s)

• Reform Movement – 1880’s



Helen Hunt Jackson –

A Century of Dishonor



A New Policy - 1887

• The Dawes Act (1887)
• Divided reservations into 160 Acre plots. 

• 25 years, receive title to land and American citizenship

• Purpose – break up tribes

- encourage assimilation – “Americanize” Native-
Americans

- encourage agricultural work

• Boarding Schools – The Carlisle 
School, Carlisle Pennsylvania







1920s and 30s

• 1924 – granted citizenship 

• 1934 – Wheeler -Howard Act – A New 

Deal for Native Americans.  Reversed 

Dawes Act


