nn_ What Factors encouraged the
" settlement of the “Last
West?(1865-1890s)

Do Now: What thoughts, words, images come

to mind when you think Qf the West?
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() ast test -18e<-18%,

« \What are the characteristics of the Cowboy?
» What values do they represent?

Cowboys:
+ Individualism, Self Reliant @4
« Adventure
« Opportunity







A Nation Divided 1861-1865

— United States of America
— Confederate States of America
- Border States




What is the frontier?




Frontier

* The furthermost region of settlement
« An imaginary line dividing civilization and
wilderness



» 1650- along the Atlantic
Coast

« 1750 — spread to the
foothills of the
Appalachian Mountains

« 1840 — reached the
Mississippi River

+ 1890 — Frontier closed — =

sufficiently populated

Beevy




* From the beginning of settlement there has always
been a frontier.

« Which areas of the West were settled first? Why?
« Which area of the country was settled last? Why?









Factors Discouraging Settlement
of Great Plains and Rockies and
desert South West

e Harsh environment

— “The Great American Desert” - western part of
the Great Plains east of the Rocky Mountains

e Native-American Resistance to settlement

e Distance from Trade Routes



« How did the Federal government push for
settlement of the Last West during this
time?



Federal Policies Encouraging
Migration to the Plains and Rockies

 Homestead Act (1862) 3
— free federal land to '
settlers (160 acres
developed in 5 years)

 Ralilroad Land Grants l
and Subsidies. — J?ma (e -ui

(First Transcontlnental
railroad completed In
1869)
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Oklahoma Land Rushes (1ss9, 1893)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxaJY8UZxn4
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Indian Reservations today
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AT 6 PER GT INTEREST AND LOW PRIGES

Only One-Seventh of‘Frmclpa[ Due Annually, beginning Four Years after purchase.
20 PER CENT. DEDUCTED FROM 10 YEARS PRICE, FOR CASH.

~ LAND EXPLORING TICKETS SOLD
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Address GEO. 5. HARRIS, LAND COMMISSIONER,
or T. H. LEAVITT. Ass't Land Comm'r, Burlington, Iowa.




Exodusters

« African Americans who migrated from

states along the Mississippi River to Kansas
In the late nineteenth century

* First general migration of blacks following
the Civil War.



PROOF REQUIRED UNDER HOMESTEAD ACTS MAY 20, 1362, AND JUNE 21, 1866.
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Inventions encouraging
settlement

 |mportant Inventions

— John Deere — Steel
Plow (1830s) '

— McCormick Reaper
(1840s)

— Barbed Wire (1870s)
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Federal Indian Policy




Indian Removal

BRITISH
CANADA

UNORGANIZED
TERRITORY

REPUBLIC
OF

TEXAS
(1836-1845)

Northern Indian lands

Converging routes of
caded during relocatlon o

major southern tribes

New reservations Note: Lands of major southern
of northern Indians tribes are same color as
MEXICO their new reservations.






//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dc/Oklahoma_Land_Rush.jpg
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dc/Oklahoma_Land_Rush.jpg

Indian Policy, 1860-1887

 Indian Wars
— Sand Creek (1864)
— Little Big Horn (1876
— Wounded Knee (1890

» Reservation System
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Policy Towards Plains Indians
(1850s-1880s)

» Reservation system (1851-1887)
* Indian Wars

 Decimation of Buffalo herds

— 1500 — estimated 30-60 million buffalo (located
9, as far east as Ohio

/,»_.

r»— 1872 — estimated 5,000 buffalo killed per day
'for hide and bones

— 1884 — estimated 325 wild buffalo remaining in
the United States

— Today — 20,000 — 30,000 on public lands
» 250,000 in private herds (for meat)



Indian Policy, 1860-1890

« Reservation System (1850s-80s)
« Reform Movement — 1880’s



Helen Hunt Jackson —
A Century of Dishonor

A CENTURY
OF DISYONOR

ASKETCH OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT'S
DEALINGS WITH SOME OF THE INDIAN TRIBES

BY HELEN HUNT JACKSON

FOREWORD BY VALERIE SHERER MATHES




A New Policy - 1887

» The Dawes Act (1887)

 Divided reservations into 160 Acre plots.
o 25 years, receive title to land and American citizenship
« Purpose — break up tribes

- encourage assimilation — “Americanize” Native-
Americans

- encourage agricultural work

» Boarding Schools — The Carlisle
School, Carlisle Pennsylvania









1920s and 30s

e 1924 — granted citizenship

e 1934 — Wheeler -Howard Act — A New
Deal for Native Americans. Reversed
Dawes Act



