
Aim: How democratic was Colonial America?



Popular Sovereignty–
Power to govern comes 
from the people

Individual Rights – Constitutionalism –
Limited government

Do Now: What words or ideas come to mind when 
you hear the word “democracy”?



Growth of Democracy in Colonial 

America

• Mayflower Compact (1620) – Plymouth settlers 

agreed to create their own gov’t (government under 

consent of governed)

• Representative Government - Elected Assemblies 

(Virginia House of Burgesses – first one)

• Written Constitutions – Fundamental Orders of 

Connecticut (first one)

• Direct Democracy-New England Town Meeting 

• Freedom of the Press - Zenger Trial (Trial by Jury)

• Growing Religious Toleration by mid 1700s –

Rhode Island, religious diversity



UNDEMOCRATIC FEATURES OF 

COLONIAL AMERICA

• Voting Restrictions 

– Women denied the vote (and rights)

– Property qualifications to vote

– Religious qualifications to vote (repealed 1776)

• Slavery



• Who had the rights?

• Who didn’t have the rights?



Conclusion:

• On a scale of 1 to 10, how democratic was colonial America.

• Should we judge the past based on today’s values (today’s standards vs. 18th 
century standards)

1 10

FULL DEMOCRACYNO DEMOCRACY


