
Aim: Why did European countries establish 
colonies in the New World during 16th and 17th

centuries?
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Word Bank
• Colonies –

• Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, Virginia

• Settlements

• Boston, Jamestown, New Orleans, Philadelphia, 
Plymouth

• Bodies of Water and Landforms

• Appalachian Mountains, Chesapeake Bay, Great Lakes, 
Gulf of Mexico, Hudson River, Mississippi River, Ohio 
River



Do Now:

• Examine the two maps.
• In what ways are they similar?

• In what ways are they different?

• What conclusions can we draw about this region in 1450? In 1750? What 
process or development is shown by the two maps.



North America in 1450



• What title would you give to 
the map?

• What do the colors on the 
map represent?

• What conclusions can we 
draw about North America in 
1450?

North America in 1450



1. What title would you 
give to this map?

2. What factors do you 
think led to this change 
from 1450?

North America in 1750



European Colonization of the Americas 

• Culture – the way of life of a people
• the customary beliefs, social norms, and material traits, of a racial, religious, 

or social group.

• Imperialism – the policy of extending a nation’s authority over other 
countries by economic, political, or military means.

Colonialism/Colonization – the policy or practice of acquiring full 
or partial political control over another country, occupying it with 
settlers, and exploiting it economically.





Do Now:

• Do Now: 

• What do we mean by Foreign Policy?

• What do you think is the purpose of U.S. Foreign Policy?

• 1.  Promote peace and prosperity around the world?

• 2. Protect human rights

• 3. Economic self interest

• 4. Spreading American culture

• 5. National security

• Prioritize these: Which is most important (1) Which is least important (5)



• FOREIGN POLICY –
• a government's strategy in dealing with other nations.

• DOMESTIC POLICY
• administrative decisions that are directly related to all issues and activity 

within a nation's borders.



Reasons for English Colonization of North America

• Economic
• Mercantilism

• Colonies – source of raw materials and market for manufactured 
goods

• Address unemployment/poverty in England
• Place to send unemployed

• Place to sell goods – increase employment in England

• Social
• Protestant Reformation

• Missionaries

• Religious conflict in Britain

• Political
• Rivalry with France and Spain
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