
AIM: SHOULD THE UNITED STATES HAVE 
ENTERED WORLD WAR I?

Do Now: 

What were 

the 

opposing 

sides during 

World War I?



WORLD WAR I

Central Powers

• Germany

• Austria

• Bulgaria

• Ottoman Empire

Allied Powers

• Serbia

• England

• France

• Russia

• Italy

• Japan



HAND OUT



NEUTRAILITY

• Influenced by George Washington (non-involvement with Europe)



HOW SHOULD THE U.S. RESPOND?

The US Must 

Remain 

Neutral in fact 

as well as in 

Name



REASONS FOR U.S. ENTRY INTO WORLD 
WAR I

• Financial Interests

• American businessmen loaned 1 1/2 billion dollars to the Allies

• Unrestricted Submarine Warfare

• Lusitania – British passenger ship 1,198 killed   139 American

• Violation of the Sussex Pledge (ending unrestricted submarine warfare)

• Zimmerman Telegram

• German effort to get Mexico to declare war on U.S.

• “Make World Safe for Democracy”

• Importance of Russian Revolution





• Which reason for U.S. entry into WWI do you consider the most 

important? Why?


