
World War II 

Axis Powers: Germany, Italy, Japan 

Allied Powers: Great Britain, France (except during the German occupation, 1940–44), 

the Soviet Union (after its entry in June 1941), the United States (after its entry on 

December 8, 1941), and China 

Fascist Aggression – 1930s 

• Rise of Fascism in Europe during the 1930s (Germany & Italy).  

• Led by a dictator 

• Glorification of the state above all else (extreme nationalism) 

• Racism 

• No tolerance for opposition 

 

In the 1930’s Germany was seeking to dominate the European continent. Great Britain and 
France followed a policy of appeasement (avoid war at all costs) when they allowed Germany to 
expand its territory 

 

Hitler’s Violations of the Versailles Treaty 

• German rearmament 
• German occupation of the Rhineland 
• German annexation of Austria 
• German invasion of the Sudetenland - 1938 
• Munich Conference – 1938 Hitler (Germany), Chamberlain (Britain) Daladier(France) 
• German invasion of Czechoslovakia - 1939 
• German invasion of Poland – September 1, 1939 
•  

German invasion of Poland (1939) - Britain & France declare war on Germany. 

U.S. Involvement in WWII 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933-1945) 

President Harry Truman (1945-1953) 

General Douglas MacArthur – Asia (Philippines) 

General George Patton – Europe (Invasion of Italy & Operation Fortitude) 

 

• Primary objective of the U.S. foreign policy during the 1930’s was to avoid involvement in 

Asian and European conflicts (Neutrality and Isolationism). This was due to disillusionment 

(disappointment) over the failure to achieve U.S. goals in the postwar world. 

• U.S. Neutrality Acts in mid-1930’s in attempt to avoid mistakes that led to WWI. 



• Lend-Lease Act/ Cash-and-Carry Act/ Destroyers for Naval Bases- - Efforts to help the 

Allies (Britain/France/Soviet Union) without formally declaring war. Signaled a shift 

from neutrality toward more direct involvement. 

 

Japan invades Chinese territory which heightens tensions between U.S. and Japan.  Threatens U.S. 

possessions in Asia 

Bombing of Pearl Harbor by Japan brought the U.S. directly into World War II. 

• A key challenge faced by the U.S. during World War II was fighting the war on several 

fronts (Europe and Asia). 

• The cooperation between the U.S. and Soviet Union during WWII supports the idea 

that alliances are built upon mutual self-interest (the U.S. and Soviet Union were 

enemies but formed an alliance because they were both enemies with Germany). 

The U.S. Home-Front During World War II 

Women: 

• Women replaced men in essential wartime industries. 

• Posters of Rosie the Riveter were used to recruit women into wartime industries. 

• During the war, economic opportunities expanded for women. 

• After the end of the war, many working women left their factory jobs because they were 

forced to give up their 

jobs to returning war veterans. 

 

African Americans: 

• Great Migration – (continued) More African Americans migrated to large cities because 

industry was expanding.  

Mobilizing Resources and Industry 

• Office of Price Administration - Rationing 

• War Production Board – converted factories for war production 

• Income Tax – highest in American History (payroll deduction introduced 1944) 
• War Bonds – borrowed $ - deficit spending 

•  

Rationing: 

• U.S. government ordered rationing during WWII to conserve raw materials for the war effort. 

• War Bonds- loans from citizens  

• helped pay for WWII 

• contributed to the national debt. 



 

WWII impacted the U.S. economically by accelerating its recovery from the Great Depression. 

1944 election of FDR to a fourth term can be attributed to the unwillingness of voters to change 

leadership during a major crisis. 

 

Internment of Japanese Americans: 

Korematsu v. U.S.- The U.S. government considered Japanese Americans a threat to national 

security during WWII, causing them to place Japanese Americans in confinement in internment 

camps.  Many Japanese lost their homes and businesses.  

Issue – Did relocation of Japanese Americans violate their 5
th 

Amendment due process rights? 

Decision – No.  Wartime need for national security supersedes 5
th

 amendment protections. 

1988 - President Ronald Reagan signed a bill-  each surviving internee received $20,000 and an 
apology from the U.S. government. 

 

Turning Points: 

• June 1941 - Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union. 
• December 7, 1941 - Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor (Hawaii) –>U.S. Entry. 
• Battle of Midway 
• June 6, 1944 - Invasion of France at Normandy:  D-DAY 

 

Fall of Axis Powers: 

• July 1943 – Invasion of Italy (Britain & France) – Mussolini overthrown 
• May 7, 1945 – Germany accepts unconditional surrender 
• August 6, 1945- Atomic bombing of Hiroshima 
• August 9, 1945 – Atomic bombing of Nagasaki 

 

 


