
AIM-

HOW DID THE GOVERNMENT 
MOBILIZE AMERICAN SOCIETY AND 
THE ECONOMY FOR WORLD WAR II?



MOBILIZING 
RESOURCES 

AND 
INDUSTRY

 Rationing - Every American was 
issued ration books with removable 
stamps good for items, like sugar, 
meat, cooking oil, and canned 
goods.

 Factories - converted for war 
production

 Income Tax – highest in American 
History 

 War Bonds – borrowed $ - deficit 
spending







The Propaganda Campaign









https://vimeo.com/63467857

https://vimeo.com/63467857




 YouTube - Rosie The Riveter by The Four Vagabonds

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CQ0M0wx00s


Women
moved into workforce in 

large numbers (“Rosie the 
Riveter” 

African-Americans
Executive order 

prohibiting discrimination 
by defense contractors

Resumption of Great 
Migration

Military still segregated

Many questioned 
hypocrisy of fighting war 
against racism abroad 
while discrimination 
existed at home





U.S. National Debt Clock : Real Time

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 Women (Rosie the Riveter)

 African-Americans – FDR 
prohibited discrimination in 
defense industries; resumption of 
great migration

 Mexicans – Bracero program –
relaxed immigration restriction



 YouTube - Three Little Pigs - American WWII Propaganda

 YouTube - Wartime Disney Propaganda

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEcJF0EVT54
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DfIKQkldXWo&feature=related


 YouTube - Frank Capra's "Why We Fight" World War II 
Propaganda Series

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBUKRAE2O9c


 YouTube - The Four Freedoms - Franklin D. Roosevelt

 What were the four freedoms?  What does the speech tell us about 
F.D.R.’s intentions in January 1941

 YouTube - Charles Lindbergh's - September 11, 1941 Des 
Moines Speech

 YouTube - Franklin Delano Roosevelt - Pearl Harbor Address

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5iHKtrirjlY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_F48oaOskI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3VqQAf74fsE










 YouTube - Japanese American Internment (U.S. Govt 
Propaganda)

 What labels, terms, are used to describe Japanese-Americans?

 How does the film attempt to address the contradiction 
between the forced relocation and American Values and Ideals

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_OiPldKsM5w






 Issue – Did relocation of Japanese Americans violate their 5th

Amendment due process rights?

 Decision – No.  Wartime need for national security supercedes 
5th amendment protections.

Anything wrong with the decision?





 YouTube - The Atomic Cafe 1982 usa documentary part 1

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rh5Xv89eLdo


 Teheran (Nov. 1943)

 Yalta (Feb. 1945)
 Free Elections in Eastern Europe
 Division of Germany and Berlin
 Russia agrees to enter war against Japan 3 months after 

German Surrender
 Russia receives land lost in Russo-Japanese War and 

concessions in Manchuria
 Agree to establish a UN

 Potsdam (July, 1945)
 Unconditional surrender of Japan
 (A-bomb successfully tested during conference)


