
 Should the government be able to force businesses to close, force 
companies to produce ventilators, PPE (Masks), and force people 
“shelter in place”? Why? Why not?



AIM-

HOW DID THE GOVERNMENT 
MOBILIZE AMERICAN SOCIETY AND 
THE ECONOMY FOR WORLD WAR II?



 Getting the economy ready to support an extensive war effort





MOBILIZING 
RESOURCES 

AND 
INDUSTRY

 Rationing - Every American was 
issued ration books with removable 
stamps good for items, like sugar, 
meat, cooking oil, and canned 
goods.

 Factories - converted for war 
production

 Income Tax – highest in American 
History 

 War Bonds – borrowed $ - deficit 
spending



The Propaganda Campaign







 YouTube - Three Little Pigs - American WWII Propaganda

 YouTube - Wartime Disney Propaganda

https://vimeo.com/63467857
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DfIKQkldXWo&feature=related


 YouTube - Frank Capra's "Why We Fight" World War II 
Propaganda Series

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBUKRAE2O9c




 YouTube - Rosie The Riveter by The Four Vagabonds

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CQ0M0wx00s


 Women (Rosie the Riveter)

 African-Americans – FDR 
prohibited discrimination in 
defense industries; resumption of 
great migration

 Mexicans – Bracero program –
relaxed immigration restriction



Women
moved into workforce in 

large numbers (“Rosie the 
Riveter” 

African-Americans
Executive order 

prohibiting discrimination 
by defense contractors

Resumption of Great 
Migration

Military still segregated

Many questioned 
hypocrisy of fighting war 
against racism abroad 
while discrimination 
existed at home













 YouTube - Japanese American Internment (U.S. Govt 
Propaganda)

 What labels, terms, are used to describe Japanese-Americans?

 How does the film attempt to address the contradiction 
between the forced relocation and American Values and Ideals

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_OiPldKsM5w






 Issue – Did relocation of Japanese Americans violate their 5th

Amendment due process rights?

 Decision – No.  Wartime need for national security supercedes 
5th amendment protections.

Anything wrong with the decision?


